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any new territory. Whatever he may have planued
or intended to do in that way was made impossi-
ble by a series of rebellions in Assyrian territory.
The first of these began in 763 in the city of
Asshur, the ancient political and religious center
of the kingdom. We do not know its origin, but
the general character of ancient oriental rebel-
lions and the succession of events which imme-
diately follow in this story make it seem probable
that some pretender had attempted to seize the
throne. The attempt failed for the present ami
the rebellion was put down in the same year.

This was shortly followed by another rebellion,
also of unknown cause, in the province of Arpakha,
known to the Greeks as Arrapachitis,1 a territory
on the waters of the Upper Zab, While a third
at Guzanu, in the land of the Khabur, took place
in 759 and 758. These rebellions were signs of
the changes that were impending, and could not
long be delayed.

To the supe:rstition of the Assyrians there were
other omens than defeats and losses in war, which
must have seemed to indicate the approach of
troublous days. In 763 the Eponym List records
an eclipse of the sun in the month of Sivan. To
the Assyrians this was probably an event of doubt
and concern. To modern students it has been of
great importance, because the astronomical deter-
mination has given us a sure point of departure
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